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Crab Lake Yellow Flag Iris Survey Memo, 2025 

Date: July 2, 2025 

To: CLCF Board 

From: Boyd Zander, CLPOA Associate Member 

Subject: 2025 Crab Lake Yellow Iris Survey 

I would like to provide the CLCF board a brief update on the 2025 Yellow Iris survey of Crab Lake. 

The 2025 survey effort covered 100% of the 18.4 total miles of Crab Lake shoreline (mainland and islands). The 
survey was performed on June 27th and 28th by Boyd Zander.  The survey was performed using a rental kayak from 
Coontail and required 12 hours to complete.  The 2025 survey found 16 stands (locations) of Yellow Iris.  The stand 
locations are presented in Figure 1. 

This is the second year where the Crab Lake Yellow Iris Survey has identified a small amount of YFI relative to the 
peak from 2022.  The total plant mass from the 16 stands found this year represents about 5.8% of the total plant 
mass identified in 2022.  This indicates that the digging and removal of plants as well as harvesting of blossoms and 
seed pods is proving effective in reducing the population of Yellow Iris on Crab Lake. 

Provided that this project continues, it is expected that the number of stands found in future years will attenuate 
until all Yellow Iris has been removed, hopefully by end of 2026.  Due to some unknowns about plant physiology, the 
effort may need to extend into 2027 or 2028 until all Yellow Iris is verified to be eradicated.  This can happen 
provided all Yellow Iris is identified and they are all completely removed. 
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Figure 1 – Yellow Iris Identified by the 2025 Survey 


